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Captain Paul J. Matthews 
Founder of the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum 
 
Founder and Chairman of the Board, Paul J. Matthews has been researching military 
history and collecting military artifacts and memorabilia for over 30 years prior to 
his founding of the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum. This is the only museum in 
the United States that chronicles the entire African American military experience 
from the Revolutionary War to the Persian Gulf War. The primary  objectives of the 
museum are to preserve, promote and perpetuate the honor and legacy of the brave 
men and women who fought, bled and died in defense of America. Currently, more 
than 60% of the museum’s collection and exhibits have been donated from his    
private collection. As a 25-year member of the 9th and 10th (Horse) Cavalry        
Association, Matthews is a former president of the Greater Houston Chapter and 
historian and public relations officer for the national association. 
 
Matthews received a B.S. in biology from Prairie View A & M University. He 
served two years active duty and four years reserve duty in the United States Army, 
wherein he received a Bronze Star Medal, Army Commendation Medal and a Combat Medical Badge in the Republic 
of Vietnam. Prior to founding the     museum, Matthews worked for 30 years as a Hospital Representative, Executive 
Business Manager and  Director of Military Affairs for Merck & Co., Inc., managing the military division that yielded 




 Recipient of 2003 Congressional Black Caucus Veterans’ Braintrust Award for community service 
 Chairman of the 137th Anniversary Reunion of the Buffalo Soldiers 2003 
 Established the Veteran’s Oral History Initiative (collaboration with TSU and UH and the LOC 
 Primary mentor and instructor for the University of Houston American Humanics certification 
    Internship program at the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum 
 Recipient of 2005 Houston Rockets Clutch Champion Award 
 Recipient of 2005 NAACP Community Service Award 
 Recipient of 2005 American Legacy Magazine Museum Preservation Award 
 Recipient of 2006 National Education Association’s Carter G. Woodson Memorial Award 
 Recipient of 2008 YMCA Houston Minority Achievers Award 
 Recipient of 2008 National Women of Achievement Shinning Star Award 
 Recipient of 2008 Top Ladies of Distinction Achievement Award 
 Recipient of 2008 Freedom Foundation at Valley Forge George Washington Honor Medal 
 Recipient of 2009 Houston Frontiers Club 21st Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum Major Award 
 Recipient of 2010 Cowboys of Color Hall of Fame, Multicultural Museum, Fort Worth, Texas 
 Recipient of 2011 Houston Convention & Visitors Bureau, Preserving Our Heritage Award 
 Recipient of 2012 Houston Press Mastermind Award 
 District Chairman (2013) W. L. Davis District Boy Scouts of America 
 Recipient of 2015 Daughters of the American Revolution Distinguished Citizen Award 
 Chairman of 150th Anniversary Reunion of the Buffalo Soldiers 2016 
 Recipient of 2015 Prairie View Interscholastic League Meritorious Achievement Award 
 
Related Awards & Associations 
 
 Commissioned 2LT Medical Service Corp., U.S. Army 1968 
 Promoted: Captain, Medical Service Corp., U.S. Army 1974 
 Life Member: Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., Prairie View A&M University Alumni 
 Association, Alpha Phi Omega National Service Fraternity, and 9th & 10th (Horse) Cavalry Association 
 Board Member of 100 Black Men of America Houston Chapter (2004/2005)   






Melissa Waddy Thibodeaux 
Resident Re-enactment Actor 
 
Melissa Waddy-Thibodeaux (Actor/Playwright/Drama Instructor) has 
performed for over 40 years in various venues throughout the U.S. Her 
experience working with children and young adults, stems back to 1988 
at the Ensemble Theatre where she worked closely with the late George 
Hawkins. She began the first children’s theater and began touring it in 
the early 1990’s to schools and libraries in and around the Houston area. 
 
Her main goal is to encourage reading in younger children and a sense 
of pride in the culture and the ancestors they do not know about who 
were kings and queens and saints…like Harriet Tubman. She began Fly-
ing Geese Productions in 1998 to teach history via theatrics. 
 
She has numerous awards for her portrayal of Rosa Parks, Nina Simone, 
Sojourner Truth, Big Mama, Stagecoach Mary and more. She recently 
received the prestigious OTTO Award for Political Theater in New 
York at the Rene Castillo Allstars Project for her work with incarcerated 
youth with The Children’s Prison Arts Project. 
 
Her noted lecture and portrayal…was certified as a program for the Na-
tional Park Service’s (NPS) National Underground Railroad Network to 
Freedom Study in 2004. Her program, “The Resurrection of Harriet 
Tubman in Escape to Freedom” encourages reading and teaches about 
the history of the Underground Railroad and how it operated. A learning 
adventure you will not want to miss!! This program is currently present-
ed by appointment at the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum. Her new 
book reveals true stories of her travels as a lecturer/storyteller/historical 
re-enactor on the New Underground Reading Railroad ©. DVDs and 
CDs are available of this and other shows. 
 
She has traveled as far as Maine to perform for the NAACP Chapter there and touring to Bangor, Bath and Portland for the 
Annual Martin Luther King Celebration in January 2002. She recently was seen at the National Convention for the 
NAACP in Philadelphia in July 2004 as Harriet Tubman in the Information Exchange Center with the “Blacks in Wax Mu-
seum of Baltimore.” 
 
She also tours a one-woman show on Domestic Violence throughout the year and especially during October, which is Do-




"No Time To Cry" 
A story of domestic violence in America and the trials that one woman endures before she sets herself free. 
 
"The Resurrection of Harriet Tubman in Escape to Freedom" 
A glimpse into the 1800's as one of the main conductors of the Underground Railroad tells the details about their travels, 
as told through the eyes of "Moses", Harriet Tubman. 
 
"Meet Mrs. Rosa Parks" 
Take a bus ride with the lady who ignited a fire which spread throughout the nation and changed the world. The story of 
what it was like to grow up and live in the south under "Jim Crow" laws is told. 
 
"The Life of Cathay Williams-Female Buffalo Soldier" 
In costume, this reenactor portrays the woman who disguised herself as a man for two years during the Civil War, as a 
Buffalo Soldier. 
 
"All About Addy" 
The stories of a young black girl and her mother are portrayed as they travel to freedom during the 1800s. 
 
"The Life of Barbara Jordan - Texas Senate" 




the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum 
The Mission of the Buffalo Soldiers  National 
Museum (BSNM) is to educate the public and 
preserve, promote and perpetuate the history, tra-
dition and outstanding  contributions of Ameri-
ca’s Buffalo  Soldiers from the Revolutionary 
War to the present.  
 
BSNM achieves its mission through its  educa-
tional programs, historic research, the arts, the  
environment, school tour performing arts, teach-
er workshops, youth outreach programs, school  
appearances and exhibits.   
 
The museum creates and disseminates 
knowledge about the history of the buffalo       
soldiers and their service in the defense and   
evelopment of America.  The vision of BSNM is 
to extend public knowledge of achievements of 
all of America’s African American armed forces 
personnel to the full general public, thus building 
pride and patriotism   throughout all of        
America’s communities, with particular          
emphasis on youth. 
 
 Please scan to complete a survey or click on the 
link 
https://pvamu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/SV_2ghLgvIiuZonHvf 
 
 
